Wednesday. He built the ship himself and is sailing it around the world.

Yes, but would real vikings
listen to Pink Floyd tapes ?
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Viking ship replica has logged 11,000 miles
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tance to build the ship.
It's equipped with a small kitchen and bathtub, and he installed a
workbench below deck to pursue
hiss interests in sculpting and jewelr rymaking . A bookshelf includes the
works of Alfred Hitchcock and a
history of the Grateful Dead. A
large music collection in cassettes is
heavy on Pink Floyd.
The 30-ton vessel was seaworthy
one year and $240,000 after he
started, he said, and in the three
years since leaving Denmark he has

logged 11,000 miles crossing the Atlantic Ocean and island hopping in
the Caribbean.
"As a kid I dreamed of building
a ship and sailing around the
world," he said.
As he sat on deck Wednesday in
leather pants and a sheepskin vest,
he entertained visitors with tales of
the sea and the Scandinavian voyagers who roamed the coasts 1,000
years ago.
"Vikings have always been
misunderstood ," he said. "They were
explorers and travelers more than
they were warriors."
Like his ship, Valentin's lifestyle

resembles that of his viking heroes.
"The sea is one of the few places in the world where there's true
freedom," he said. "My home is always with me. Once I'm 50 miles
out at sea there are only a few rules
to live by. I can walk naked on deck
if I want to. I decide when I wake
up in the morning and what I'm
going to do that day."
Indeed, provided he can find a
place to anchor through Gasparilla
Day, Valentin said he just might forget about New Orleans and head later to Mexico or Panama.
"The less plans," he said, "the
more freedom."

